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Dr. K. P. Viswanatha

Vice Chancellor

Mahatma Phule Krishi Vidyapeeth,
Rahuri, Dist. Ahmednagar

lam happy to present the third edition of this publication of MPKV Accomplishments for the year 2018. This publication has documented the major activities of MPKYV in the field of
agricultural education, research and extension education during 2018.

MPKYV has started celebration of its Golden Jubilee during 2018-19. Several programmes are been organized to celebrate this historical occasion. Upon the recommendations of
the ICAR Peer Review Committee and Education Division for meeting the accreditation criteria, the National Agricultural Education Accreditation Board has granted accreditation to
MPKYV, Rahuri and its constituent colleges for the period of five years. CET has been started from the academic year 2018-19 for admission to UG programme. The Project Monitoring
Committee of the National Agricultural Higher Education Project, ICAR, New Delhi has sanctioned CAAST sub-project entitled Climate Smart Agriculture and Water Management
amountingto Rs. 19.90 crores for the period of four years. Students of this university have achieved good success at the national level exams. Five students have achieved success in
SRF, 27 in JRF, 48 in NET and 6 in GATE exams during this year.

MPKYV hosted the 12th Maharashtra State Inter University Research Convention AVISHKAR-2017 during January, 2018 at CC, Rahuri. Hon'ble Padma Bhushan Shri. Vijay Bhatkar,
Chancellor, Nalanda University inaugurated the function. The 33rd university convocation was organized this year in December. Hon'ble Governor of Maharashtra conferred degrees
tothe graduates. Shri. Nitin Gadkari, Hon'ble Union Minister for Road Transport and Highways, Shipping, Water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation, Govt. of India
delivered the convocation address.

This year the university has released 5 crop varieties, 1plant source for biotic stress, 1 farm implement and 40 technology recommendations. The new varieties include Phule
Chetana of Cotton, Phule Vikrant of Chickpea, Phule Pride of Banana which is dwarf variety, Phule Vijaya of Papaya and Phule Jayshree of Cherry tomato.

This university has prepared and submitted the action plan report for Doubling of Farmers Income by 2022 by prioritizing its research and extension activities on biotic and abiotic
stress management, precision farming, processing and mechanical harvesting, bio-pesticides and fertilizers, nutritional and quality parameters. MPKV has received the Minor millet
Seed Hub Project and Centre for Excellence for nutri cereals. Govt. of Maharashtra has sanctioned Bamboo Start up Promotion Centre at MPKYV, Rahuri.

Special training programmes were organized by this university under Skill Development initiative, Gol. The university is providing continuous technological backstopping to the
different stakholders including KVKs through organizing various need based capacity development programmes, ZAREAC meetings, Pre Kharif meetings and other such
programmes. An Annual Action Plan Workshop for KVKs was organized for sixteen KVKs. This year, ICAR-ATARI, Pune in collaboration with MPKYV, Rahuri organized Annual Zonal
Workshop of KVKs of Maharashtra, Gujaratand Goa during May, 2018 at MPKYV, Rahuri.

A massive tree plantation programme Vanmohotsav - 2018 and Krishidin was organized at MPKV, Rahuri. On this occasion saplings of different species were planted in the
jurisdiction. MPKYV is implementing the Farmers FIRST programme of RKVY and ICAR in its jurisdiction and supporting more than 6,000 farmers directly and 60,000 farmers
indirectly.

A mega event of Kisan Aadhar Sammelan-2018 under the theme Doubling the Farmers Income was organized at MPKYV, Rahuri during October 15-18, 2018 for showcasing of our
technologies in collaboration with Department of Agriculture and ATMA. The event comprised of Live Crop Demonstrations, Agriculture Exhibition and Farmers-Scientists
Interactions. Thus, the University is making concentrated efforts for the upliftment of farming community.

All of our staff and students have taken pledge to maintain campus as a clean and green campus. Swacha Bharat Abhiyan is adopted at various constituent and affiliated colleges
under the jurisdiction of university with core objective to keep campus clean green and plastic free with healthy atmosphere.

| appreciate the efforts of Dr. K. D. Kokate, Director of Extension Education and his associates Dr. P. B. Kharde, Officer Incharge, Communication Centre, Dr. S. S. Sadaphal,

Assistant Professor and Shri. Sunil Rajmane for bringing out this important publication.
Place: Rahuri é?&ﬁ//

Date : 31" December, 2018 (K. P. Viswanatha)



December 30, 2017

Magova 2017 organized

December 30, 2017. Magova (Retrospection)-2017, a programme to review the various
activities of the University during the year 2017 was organized in the university. Vice
Chancellor Dr. K.P. Viswanatha presided over the function. The Chief Guest Dr. N. S. Rathore,
DDG (Education), ICAR, New Delhi in his address appreciated the innovative activity of the
University. He briefed about the progress of the country in terms of bumper production of
foodgrains, fruits, vegetables, fish and milk. He further called upon the scientists for taking
efforts in guiding the farmers for doubling the farmers' income by the year 2022. He narrated
the ICAR's initiatives like ARYA, Farmer FIRST programme, Student READY programme for the
benefit of farmers and students. He said that MPKYV is a SMART, Clean and Green university
under the leadership of Vice Chancellor Dr. K.P. Viswanatha. Vice Chancellor Dr. Viswanatha in
his presidential address highlighted the significant contributions of the University in
education, research and extension education. He thanked the ICAR for their support to the
university. The university is already making efforts for doubling farmers' income through
Integrated Farming System and ICAR Farmer FIRST programme. Dr. K.D. Kokate, Director of
Extension Education gave the introductory remarks and introduced the chief guest. He
presented the extension activities of the past year. Dr. A. L. Pharande, Dean, Faculty of
Agriculture, Dr. S. R. Gadakh, Director of Research, Dr. D. D. Pawar, Registrar, Er. Vijay Kote,
Comptroller and Er. Milind Dhoke, University Engineer presented the reports on education,
research, administration, financial and development activities, respectively. The popular
University publication Krishi Darshani-2018 and Accomplishments-2017 were released
during the function. MPKV Calendar-2018, depicting monthwise agricultural information and
Govt. schemes was released on the occasion of Magova programme. A mobile app Phule
Krishi Darshani was also launched. Associate Deans, Heads of Departments, staff and
students were present on this occasion. A photographic exhibition was also organized on this
occasion.
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Foundation stone of Halgaon College laid at the hands of Hon'ble Chief Minister

January 1, 2018. The Foundation stone of the newly sanctioned Punyasholk Ahilyadevi Holkar
College of Agriculture was laid at Halgaon, Dist. Ahmednagar at the auspicious hands of Hon'ble
Chief Minister of Maharashtra Shri. Devendra Fadnavis. Prof. Shri. Ram Shinde, Hon'ble Minister of
Water Conservation and Protocol, M.S. and Guardian Minister, Ahmednagar district presided over
the function. Shri. Sadabhau Khot, Hon'ble Minister of State for Agriculture and Horticulture, M. S.,
Shri. Dilip Gandhi, Member of Parliament, Vice Chancellor Dr. K. P. Viswanatha, Shri. Shivajirao
Kardile, MLA, Shri. Mahesh Zagade, Divisional Commissioner, Nasik, Shri. Abhay Mahajan, District
Collector, Ahmednagar, University Directors Dr. K. D. Kokate, Dr. A. L. Pharande, Dr. S. R. Gadakh,
Registrar Dr. D. D. Pawar, Comptroller Er. Vijay Kote, University Engg. Er. Milind Dhoke, Nodal Officer
for Halgaon College Dr. V. D. Shende were present on the dias. Shri. Fadnavis while addressing the
farmers hoped that the new college would serve as a platform to agricultural graduates for
acquiring latest knowledge of agricultural technologies. This in turn would certainly benefit the
farmers of the region for increasing the crop yields and ultimately their income. Prof. Shri. Ram
Shinde in his address said that the Halgaon College is a gift by Hon'ble Chief Minister on eve of the
New Year. State Minister Shri. Sadabhau Khot said that the Government has taken steps for the
welfare of farmers. Vice Chancellor Dr. Viswanatha in his welcome and introductory remarks hoped
thatthe new college would benefit the farmers of the region.

AVISHKAR 2017 inaugurated at MPKV, Rahuri

January 15, 2018. AVISHKAR 2017, the Xllth Maharashtra State Inter-University Research
Convention under the theme Creative Innovations for Skill India was inaugurated at MPKV, Rahuri
by Dr. Vijay Bhatkar, Chancellor, Nalanda University. Vice Chancellor Dr. K. P. Viswanatha presided
over the function. In his inaugural address Dr. Bhatkar emphasized the importance of knowledge
and wisdom which was practiced in ancient India. He appealed to the students for creating IT
farms, Innovation farms since agriculture has a great future. Vice Chancellor Dr. K. P. Viswanatha in
his presidential address said that through this platform the student's research attitude and
scientific knowledge will be enhanced for societal development. Dr. Pramod Pabrekar, Observor
from Governor Office in his address put forth the objectives and history of the competition. Dr. K. D.
Kokate, DEE introduced the Chief Guest. Dr. A. L. Pharande, Dean, F/A gave the introductory and
welcome address. Dr. D. D. Pawar, Registrar proposed vote of thanks. Around 600 students from
20 Universities of Maharashtra participated in this three day event. The Exhibition was also
inaugurated at the hands of Dr. Bhatkar. The students presented their research projects in six
different categories viz., Humanities, Languages and Arts, Commerce, Mangement and Law,
Science, Agriculture and Dairy, Engineering and Technology and Medicine and Pharmacy.
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Discovery and innovation hold the future: Dr Bhatkar
I I

ideas and inventions will hold
the future business models sus-
tainable as the future belongs
to discovery and inventions.
Agriculture has a great future
and needs rapid reformation
by integrating with informa-
tion communication technolo-
gy", said Dr Vijay Bhatkar, the
vice ch llor of Nal

, Jan 16: “New ‘l

ity ‘!-)r'vljny Bhatkar
of AVISHKAR-2017 at MPKV on

at the inaug
Tuesday in Ahmednagar.

University.
He was speaking at the inau-
gural function of AVISHKAR-

2017, the twelfth The was presids added that time has come to
State Inter-University over by Dr KP Vishwanatha, find alternative to exam-ori-
Research Convention held at the vice chancellor of MPKV. ented education system. He
the Mahatma Phule Krushi Ei izing on innovation said that students must be

|
Vidhyapith (MPKV) Rahuri. and creativity Dr Bhatkar

given opportunity to venture

Avishkar-2017
inaugurated
at Rahuri

of the University by claiming
that the university has
released over 255 crops for the
benefit of the farmers. He also
lauded their pinneeri{ng t\)rork

into research. He hailed the
holding of  AVISHKAR
research competition adding
that it will promote awareness
and interest to put up new
ideas. Elaborating on the

in horti plant

and developing over 1500 tech-
nologies for boosting agricul-
ture.

Dr Promod Pabrekar, observ-
er from Governor's office; Dr
KD Kokate, director extension

theme “Creative
for Skill India,” the vice chan-
cellor Dr Vishwanatha said
that agriculture universities
are providing platform to the
students for e)nim-lmeming
new ideas. He hailed the work

MPKV Accomplishments - 2018

DrALP and
Dr DD Pawar, the registrar also
spoke on the occasion. Over six
hundred students from twenty
universities in the state partic-
i})nted in the research competi-
tion.
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Valedictory programme of AVISHKAR 2017

January 17, 2018. The valedictory programme of AVISHKAR 2017 was held in the presence of
Dr. A. K. Singh, DDG (Horticulture and Crop Science), ICAR, New Delhi. Vice Chancellor Dr. K. P.
Viswanatha presided over the function. In his chief guest address, Dr. Singh highlighted the
significant contribution of MPKYV, Rahuri for agriculture development. He praised the
university's contribution in pomegranate research and appreciated the Avishkar programme.
Vice Chancellor Dr. Viswanatha in his presidential address gave an overview of the Avishkar
competition. Dr. K. D. Kokate, Director, Extension Education introduced the chief guest. Dr. S.
R. Gadakh, Director of Research gave the introductory remarks. The students gave their
feedback about the organization of the event. Prizes and trophies were presented to the
winners. Mumbai University, Mumbai won the General Championship, while, Savitribai Phule
Pune University, Pune bagged the Runners up trophy.

Rabi Crop Technology Demonstrations organized at MPKV, Rahuri

January 22, 2018. Masssive rabi crop technology demonstrations on rabi sorghum, chickpea,
wheat and different vegetables were organized at the MPKYV, Rahuri in collaboration with the
State Department of Agriculture. Vice Chancellor Dr. K. P. Viswanatha presided over the
function. Dr. David Bergvinson, Director General, International Crops Research Institute for the
Semi-Arid Tropics (ICRISAT), Hyderabad in his address to the farmers called for harnessing the
mobile and information technology for achieving the potential crop yields. He added that
increasing the farmers profitability is a challenge before us. He laid emphasis on demand
driven innovations, science and delivery and market accessibility. He praised the university
efforts for technology backstopping. Vice Chancellor Dr. Viswanatha in his presidential
address reviewed the research accomplishments of MPKV. Dr. S. P. Wani, Research Program
Director, Asia and Director, ICRISAT Development Centre in his address called for three aims
i.e. eliminating middleman, monsoon and market for increasing farmers profit. Dr. B. R. Patil,
Member, Executive Council cited the role of farm women in agriculture. Shri. Pandit Lonare,
DSAO and Shri. Bhausaheb Barhate, PD, ATMA, Ahmednagar also addressed the farmers.
Dr.S. R. Gadakh, Director of Research gave the introductory remarks. Dr. Ashok Jadhav, Senior
Sorghum Breeder welcomed the dignitories. Farmers Shri. Bhausaheb Khaire and Shri. Maruti
Gite shared their experiences. The university crop experts guided the farmers. Farmers visited
the various rabi crop demonstrations and agriculture exhibition organized on this occasion.
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Vice Chancellor Dr. K. P. Viswanatha bestowed with ANULOM SANMITRA Award

January 31, 2018. Vice Chancellor Dr. K.P. Viswanatha was bestowed with the Anulom
Sanmitra Award at the auspicious hands of Hon'ble Chief Minister of Maharashtra
Shri.Devendra Fadnavis in Pune. The award has been instituted by the Anugami Lokrajya
Mahabhiyan of Pune division. The melawa was inaugurated by Shri. Bhaiyuji Maharaj and
Dr.Rajendra Singh, Waterman addressed the gathering. Ministers, Priciple Secretary, Govt. of
Maharashtra, Mayor of Pune Muncipal Corporation, Mayor of Pimpri Chinchwad Muncipal
Corporation and eminent personalities were present on this occasion.

Vice Chancellor Dr. K. P. Viswanatha felicitated with Lifetime Achievement Award

January 7, 2018. Dr. K.P. Viswanatha, Vice Chancellor, MPKV, Rahuri was felicitated with the
Lifetime Achievement Award by ICAR-Central Institute of Freshwater Aquaculture
Kausalyaganga, Bhubaneswar and Krishi Vigyan Freshwater Aquaculture Association for his
contribution to agriculture development. Dr. Viswanatha received the award during the
National Conference on Improving Income of Farmers through Agriculture and Aquaculture
through Development Interventions organized by Society of Krishi Vigyan at the ICAR-Central
Institute of Freshwater Aquaculture Kausalyaganga, Bhubaneswar. Padmashri Prof (Dr). Ajay
Parida, Director, Institute of Life Sciences, Bhubaneswar, Prof (Dr). Nand Lal, Vice-Chancellor,
Sri Sri University, Cuttack, Odisha, Dr. W. S. Dhillon, ADG, Horticulture, ICAR, New Delhi and
Dr.J. K. Sundaray, Director, ICAR-CIFA, Bhubaneswar, Odisha were present on this occasion.

Republic Day celebrated

January 26, 2018. The Republic Day was celebrated in the university. Vice Chancellor Dr. K. P.
Viswanatha hoisted the national flag. While addressing the staff and students Dr. Viswanatha
highlighted the salient achievements of MPKV in the field of education, research and
extension education. He said that university has released eleven crop varieties, three
improved implements and sixty nine recommendations for the farmers last year. The Farmers
FIRST programme is also implemented for effective transfer of technology. The university has
developed IFS model for sustainable and doubling farmers income. Directors Dr. A. L.
Pharande, Dr. S. R. Gadakh, Associate Deans (LAE) Dr. R. S. Patil, (PGI) Dr. D. B. Yadav,
Registrar Dr. D. D. Pawar, Comptroller Er. Vijay Kote, University Engineer Er. M. P. Dhoke, staff,
students and employees were presentin large number.
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Brainstorming Workshop organized

January 12, 2018. A Brainstorming Workshop on Researchable Issues in Agriculture and
Avenues for External Funding was organized at MPKYV, Rahuri. Vice Chancellor Dr. K. P.
Viswanatha presided over the function. Directors Dr. K. D. Kokate, Dr. A. L. Pharande, Dr. S. R.
Gadakh were present on this occasion. The Key note speakers Professor M. Udayakumar,
Department of Crop Physiology, University of Agricultural Sciences, GKVK, Bangalore
addressed on Stress adaptation of crops-An Overview. Professor M. Udayakumar presented
the topic Quest for Science and Funds-Drives, Discoveries and Innovation for awareness
among the scientists and staff members. Dr. K. V. Prabhu, Jt. Director (Research), IARI, New
Delhi presented the topic Combining QTLs for improved drought tolerance in wheat through
Marker Assisted Recurrent Selection (MARS). Vice Chancellor Dr. Viswanatha urged the
scientists and staff to convert patience into passion and go for external funded projects.

Pune Smart City launches cycle service in College of Agriculture, Pune

January 23, 2018. After its successful implementation in Aundh and SPPU campus, the Pune
Smart City Development Corporation Limited launched the public Bicycle Sharing Service pilot
project in the College of Agriculture on Tuesday. As part of the service, 50 Zoomcar PEDL
bicycles will be made available to students at the college campus. On this occasion Vice
Chancellor Dr. K.P. Viswanatha said that this is a great step towards making Pune the city of
cycles again, like it was in the 1990s. Dr. Rajendra Jagtap, CEO, Pune Smart City appealed to
the students that they must take care of public property, taking into account that thousands of
students will need these bicycles on a daily basis. Dr. P. N. Rasal, Associate Dean, staff and
students were present on this occasion.

Farmers Rally and Rabi Demonstrations organized at ZARS, Solapur

January 10, 2018. A farmers rally and rabi demonstrations were organized at ZARS, Solapur.
While addressing the farmers, Vice Chancellor Dr. K. P. Viswanatha emphasized the need for
reducing the cost of production. Farm mechanization is another crucial sector which needs to
be looked upon. Directors Dr. K. D. Kokate, Dr. S. R. Gadakh, Dr. Surinkumar Bansal, Indian
Potash institute, New Delhi, Shri. Vijaykumar Barbade, PD, ATMA, Solapur, Shri. Pratap Patil,
Dy. Director, Dept. of Agriculture, Shri. Prabhakar Chandane, President, Pomegranate Growers
Association, Shri. Navnath Kaspate, President, Custard Apple Association, Dr. V. D. Shende,
ADR and Heads of Departments were present on this occasion. Dr. V. M. Amrutsagar, Chief
Scientist and ADR, ZARS, Solapur welcomed the dignitaries. Rabi demonstrations of various
dryland crops were organized and farmers, students in large number visited them.
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National Seminar organized at ZARS, Solapur

January 11-12, 2018. A National Seminar on Recent Trends in Plant Sciences and Agricultural
Research was organized at ZARS, Solapur. The function was held under the chairmanship of
Vice Chancellor Dr. K. P. Viswanatha and Chief Guest Ku. Praniti Shinde, MLA. Dr. S. R. Gadakh,
Director of Research, Dr. A. L. Pharande, Dean, F/A, Shri. Namdev Chavan, Deputy
Commissioner of Police, Solapur, Krishi Ratna Awardee Shri. Anand Kothadia, Ex-scientists
Dr.S. P. Kale and Dr. J. R. Kadam, scientists, students were present for the function. In his
presidential address Dr. Viswanatha rightly pointed out regarding the use and importance of
dryland technologies to the farmers under the changing climatic scenario in the scarcity zone
of Maharashtra and domain districts of the university. Madam Ku. Praniti Shinde, MLA and
Chief Guest of the fuction focused on the agricultural education and its role to the unemployed
youth is very useful. Dr. Pharande and Dr. Gadakh also expressed their views. Dr. V. M.
Amrutsagar, ADR, ZARS, Solapur welcomed the dignitaries and invitees.

W8
NATIONAL SEMMAR
PSAR 2018

Workshop on Preventing Grain Losses organized at Pune

January 29-30, 2018. A regional workshop on Preventing Grain Losses: Scientific Approach
was inaugurated at the hands of Vice Chancellor Dr.K.P.Viswanatha at the College of
Agriculture, Pune in collaboration with the ICAR, New Delhi and the Entomological Society of
India. In his inaugural address Dr. Viswanatha stated that losses to food grains during storage
result in more loss of calorific value as compared with losses in other farm produce and hence,
safe grain storage is of utmost importance in maintaining food and nutritional security.
Dr.Chitra Shrivastav, Head of the Agril. Entomology Department, ICAR-IARI, New Delhi, Dr. S.
Mohan, Director, TNAU, Coimbatore, Dr. V.V. Ramamurthy, Chief Secretary, Entomological
Society of India and Organizing Secretary guided on this occasion.

Farmers Exposure visit organized under ICAR FFP

January 20, 2018. A Farmers Exposure visit was organized under the ICAR Farmer FIRST
programme. Vice Chancellor Dr. K. P. Viswanatha and Dr. S. R. Gadakh, Director, Extension
Education and Director of Research flagged the bus. Vice Chancellor Dr. Viswanatha hoped
that the farmers will be benefited through this visit and gave best wishes to the farmers and
farm women. Dr. P. B. Kharde, PI, ICAR FFP put forth the objective of organizing the exposure
visit. About 40 farmers and farm women from Chinchvihire and Kangar villages visited the
fishery farm ponds in Watephal village of Ahmednagar district. Further, they visited Ralegan
Siddhi where they were very much impressed by the work of Padmashri Shri. Anna Hazare. The
team also visited the model village Hivre Bazar.
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Vice Chancellor participated in the PM's “Krishi 2022-New Beginning” programme

February 19-20, 2018. Dr. K.P. Viswanatha, Vice Chancellor of MPKYV, Rahuri participated in
the “Krishi 2022-New Beginning” programme organized at Pusa, New Delhi. Hon'ble Prime
Minister Shri. Narendra Modi and Hon'ble Union Minister of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare
Shri. Radha Mohan Singh had discussion with 250 high-level agricultural experts across the
country during this programme. The discussions were primarily held on strategies to double
the farmers' income by the year 2022. Vice Chancellor Dr. Viswanatha is the Chairman of the
State-level Committee for doubling farmers' income by 2022. Discussions were organized in
seven different groups during this two day meet.

Farmers Rally organized at College of Agriculture, Karad

February 16-17, 2018. A Farmers Rally along with Agriculture Exhibition and Rabi
demonstrations were organized at College of Agriculture, Karad. Hon'ble Minister of State for
Agriculture, Horticulture and Marketing, M. S. Shri. Sadabhau Khot was the Chief Guest for the
inaugural function. Vice Chancellor Dr. K. P. Viswanatha presided over the function. In his
address Shri. Khot addressed on the major challenges in agriculture and particularly the
prices of agriculture produce and its marketing. Vice Chancellor Dr. Viswanatha in his
presidential address said that the farmers need to come forward and take benefit of the
research and technologies developed by the university. Former Minister Shri. Laxmanrao
Dhoble, Shri. Tushar Pawar, Member, Executive Council, Dr. A. L. Pharande, Dean, Faculty of
Agriculture, Dr. P. N. Rasal, Associate Dean, College of Agriculture, Pune, Dr. S. B. Kharbade,
Associate Dean, College of Agriculture, Karad, Shri. Mahavir Jangte, Joint Director of
Agriculture, farmers, staff and students were present on this occasion.

Agricultural Mechanization Day-2018 organized at KVK, Dhule

February 16, 2018. Agricultural Mechanization Day-2018 was organized at KVK, Dhule. The
programme was inaugurated by Hon'ble Minister of Tourism and Employment Guarantee,
Govt. of Maharashtra Shri. Jaykumar Rawal. Dr. S. R. Gadakh, Director of Research and
Director of Extension Education presided over the function. Dr. A.M. Musmade, AD, College of
Agriculture, Dhule, Dr. P. A. Turbatmath, AD, College of Agriculture, Nandurbar, Dr. P.P. Patil,
Senior Scientistand Head, KVK, Dhule, Shri. B.N. Patil, PD, ATMA, Dhule, Shri. P.M. Sonawane,
DSAO, Dhule, Shri. Shantaram Malpure, DPD, ATMA, Dhule, Prof. Tulshidas Bastewad, PI,
AICRP, MPKYV, Rahuri were amongst the dignitaries on the dais. In his inaugural address Shri.
Rawal stated that the Govt. is emphasizing on development of the youth. Dr. Gadakh briefed
aboutthe newly released varieties and breeds of the university.
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Chattrapati Shivaji Maharaj Jayanti celebrated

February 19, 2018. The Birth Anniversary of Chattrapati Shivaji Maharaj was enthusiastically
celebrated in the university. On this occasion Shivshahir Dr. Vijay Tanpure delivered a lecture
on the life of King Shivaji. Dr. S. R. Gadakh, Director of Research presided over the function.
Dr.Vijay Tanpure said that King Shivaji had determined his goal at the age of 15 years. His role
as a planner and an able administrator is an eye opener for today's society. In his presidential
address Dr.Gadakh said that the youth need to follow the ideals of King Shivaji. He further said
that everyone need to work for the welfare of the farmers, the society and thereby achieve
greater heights. Dr. R. S. Patil, Associate Dean, LAE gave the introductory remarks. Shri. V. B.
Jadhav, Dy. Registrar (Admin.) introduced the Chief Guest.

Vice Chancellor Dr. K. P. Viswanatha awarded iFlora Excellence Award

February 23, 2018. Dr. K.P. Viswanatha, Vice Chancellor of MPKV, Rahuri was awarded the
iFlora Excellence Award by the Indian Flowers and Ornamental Plants Welfare Association for
his contribution to floriculture development. Dr. Viswanatha received the Award and Certificate
Dr.K. P.Viswanath? - of Recognition for Mentoring High Expertise Professionals for Global Floriculture Industry. The

! ice Chancellor " . T .
% '""hacmavp;eu\e Krishi Vidyapeeth, award was presented to Dr. Viswanatha by Mr. Talees Rizvi, Director and Award Organizer,
fan S Wafisilpa Entertainments and Mr. M. B. Naqvi, Managing Director, Media Today Group at Hotel

Lnce Award for Mentorinngigh . . . .
e Professionals for Globa Orchid, Pune during India's Largest Green Business Show.

oriculture Industry

%NDIAN

MPKYV student excel in ARS

February 26, 2018. Mr. Guru P. N., one of the Ph. D. students of Department of Agricultural
Entomology of MPKYV, Rahuri has excelled in the Agriculture Research Scientist (ARS)
Examination of the ICAR, New Delhi. He has secured 4th rank in the ARS Examination at all
India level. Mr. Guru is pursuing his Ph. D. research on “Investigation on use pattern, efficacy
and persistence of insecticides in/on capsicum grown in poly-house” under his research guide
Dr. C. S. Patil, Associate Professor of Agricultural Entomology. He had also achieved 18th rank
in ICAR's AICE-SRF (PGS) in 2015. He had passed the National Eligibility Test (NET) conducted
by ASRBin 2015.
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Farmers Exposure visit organized under ICAR Farmer FIRST Programme

February 14, 2018. A one-day Farmers Exposure visit was organized under the ICAR Farmer
FIRST programme of MPKYV, Rahuri. About 30 farmers and farm women from Chinchvihire and
Kangar villages visited the Sahyadri Agro Farmer Producer Company at Mohadi of
Nasikdistrict. The farmers got a very good experience of group approach and group marketing.
Mr. Pritish Kare, Public Relations Officer of the company briefed about the activities and
addressed the farmers queries. A visit to Varun Agro Food Processing Pvt. Ltd. Company at
Umrale village was also organized on this occasion. This company is engaged in processing of
tomato, mango and papaya.

Agricultural Technology Festival celebrated at KVK, Dhule

February 15-17, 2018. Agricultural Technology Festival (2017-18) jointly organized by KVK,
Dhule, College of Agriculture, Dhule and Rashtriya Chemicals and Fertilizers (RCF) Ltd., was
celebrated at KVK, Dhule. Dr.A.M. Musmade, Associate Dean, College of Agriculture, Dhule
presided over the function. Amongst the chief guests were Shri. Vijaykumar Sonawane,
Regional Manager, RCF, Nashik, and Shri. P.M. Sonawane, BDAO, Dhule. Dr. M. S. Mahajan,
Extension Agronomist, REC, Dhule, Dr. P.P. Patil, Senior Scientist and Head, KVK, Dhule, Prof.
Tulsidas Bastewad, PI, AICRP, FIM, MPKYV, Rahuri, Dr. Sanjeev Patil, Cotton Breeder, ORS,
Jalgaon, Shri. Vijay Thakare, progressive farmer and Shri. Shriram Patil, Chairman, Farmer-
Scientist Forum, KVK, Dhule were present on the dias. In his presidential address Dr. A.M.
Musmade guided the farmers for adopting different techniques like selection of varieties,
marketing management for doubling their income. Dr. P.P. Patil, gave an outline of the three
day Agricultural Technology Festival. Scientists Dr. Mahajan, Dr. Sanjiv Patil, Prof. Bastewad
guided the farmers during the technical sessions.

Agricultural Technology Day at KVK, Mohol

February 2, 2018. Agricultural Technology Day and Shivar Pheri was organized at KVK, Mohol
in collaboration with Zuari Agro Chemicals Pvt. Ltd. Dr. Dinesh Nandre, Senior Scientist and
Head, KVK, Mohol in his introductory remarks put forth the objectives of the programme and
appealed to the farmers to visit the crop technology demonstrations. Shri. Vijay Barbade,
Project Director, ATMA, Solapur in his presidential address briefed about the different
schemes of Department of Agriculture. The farmers' income could be enhanced through
processing and value addition, he said. Scientists Prof. D. D. Kadam, Dr. D. V. Indi, Officers
Dr.Dhananjay Jagdale, Shri. Ligade of Zuari Agro and progressive farmers also shared their
experiences during the technical session.
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Krishi Mahotsov organized at College of Agriculture, Pune

March 10-13, 2018. Krishi Mahotsov-2018 was organized at the College of Agriculture, Pune
to demonstrate the new varieties and technologies developed by the university. The event was
inaugurated at the auspicious hands of Shri. Pandurang Fundkar, Hon'ble Minister for
Agriculture and Horticulture, M.S. Shri. Subhash Deshmukh, Hon'ble Minister for Co-
operatives, Marketing and Textiles, M.S., Vice Chancellor Dr. K. P. Viswanatha, Shri. Tushar
Pawar, Hon'ble Member, Executive Council, Dr. K. D. Kokate, Director, Extension Education,
Dr.S. R. Gadakh, Director of Research, Dr. P. N. Rasal, Associate Dean, AC, Pune were present
on this occasion. Vice Chancellor Dr. Viswanatha briefed the dignitaries about the
accomplishments of the university.

Krishi Unnati Mela-2018- Live webcast of Hon'ble PM address to farmers organized

March 17, 2018. The live webcast of Hon'ble Prime Minister's address to the farmers of the
country on the occasion of Krishi Unnati Mela at IARI, New Delhi was organized in the
university. Vice Chancellor Dr. K. P. Viswanatha, Hon'ble Members of Parliament Shri. Dilip
Gandhi and Shri. Sadashiv Lokhande, Directors Dr. K. D. Kokate, Dr. A. L. Pharande, Dr. S. R.
Gadakh, Registrar Dr. D. D. Pawar and university officers were present on this occasion.
Shri.Dilip Gandhi, M.P. in his address said that this is a historical and motivational moment for
the farmers of the country. He stated that the Government has planned strategy for doubling
farmers income by 2022 under the able guidance of Hon'ble Prime Minister. Vice Chancellor
Dr.Viswanatha greeted the dignitaries. Dr. Kokate gave the introductory remarks. Heads of
Departments, progressive farmers, 751 krishi mitra, staff and students were present.

Xllth Noni Search Symposium organized at Pune

March 24-25, 2018. A National Symposium on “Noni and Herbal Wealth for Sustainable
Wellness” was organized by MPKV, Rahuri in collaboration with International Society for Noni
Science, World Noni Research Foundation and Noni Biotech, Chennai at College of Agriculture,
Pune. Dr. D.Y. Patil, the former Governor of Tripura and Bihar inaugurated the Symposium. It
was presided over by Vice Chancellor Dr. K.P. Viswanatha. Dr.Patil reinstated that the theme
itself speaks volumes on gifts of mother earth to health and wellness of people through Noni
and herbal wealth. In his presidential address, Dr. Viswanatha pointed that it is a good
coincidence that the University could associate itself with ISNS, WNRF and Noni Biotech.
Dr.Kirti Singh, Chairperson, WNRF, Dr. Anil Kumar Srivastava, Chairman, ASRB, New Delhi,
Prof. P.I. Peter, Chairman of Noni Biotech, Chennai addressed the delegates and guests.
Dr.P.N. Rasal, AD, AC, Pune proposed vote of thanks.
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Action Plan Workshop of KVKs

March 20-21, 2018. An Annual Action Plan Workshop of 16 KVKs (western region) working
under area jurisdiction of MPKV Rahuri was organized at MPKYV, Rahuri. It was inaugurated by
Dr K.P. Viswanatha, Vice Chancellor, MPKYV, Rahuri. In his inaugural address Dr. Viswanatha
said that KVKs should showcase the technologies. Dr. Lakhan Singh, Director, ICAR-ATARI,
Pune emphasized that KVK should give major focus on on-farm experimentation,
understanding farmers view point, sensitive to farming system interaction and treating farmer
as partner. Dr. K. D. Kokate, Director, Extension Education highlighted different models of
doubling farmers' income for different categories of farmers. Dr. P. B. Kharde, Officer Incharge,
Communication Centre welcomed the dignitaries and the participants for the workshop. More
than 150 SMS and staff of 16 KVKs participated in the workshop.

University Staff Sports organized

March 11-12, 2018. The second University Staff Sports Competition was organized at MPKY,
Rahuri. Vice Chancellor Dr. K. P. Viswanatha inaugurated the event. In his address
Dr.Viswanatha said that sports need to be a regular feature for the staff. This will help to
enhance the team spirit and ultimately would maximize the work efficiency of the staff. Dr. K.
D. Kokate, DEE in his remarks said that sports help to relieve the stress and ultimately affect
our work positively. Dr. D. D. Pawar, Registrar in his introductory remarks briefed about the
event. Shri. Vijay Kote, Comptroller, Dr. A. M. Musmade, Associate Dean, College of Agriculture,
Dhule, Shri. V. B. Jadhav, Deputy Registrar (Admin), Prof. Sharad Patil, Students Welfare Officer
were present on the dias. Around 250 staff members from Rahuri zone, Dhule zone, Pune
zone and Kolhapur zone participated in the event. The Rahuri zone were declared as the
General Champions, while, Pune zone were the Runners up in this two day sports competition.

TIFAN-2018 programme organized

March 22-23, 2018. An innovative programme TIFAN-2018 was organized in the university in
collaboration with the Society of Automotive Engineers, India (SAE) and sponsored by John
Deer and Cummins. Vice Chancellor Dr. K. P. Viswanatha inaugurated the event. In his chief
guest address Dr. Viswanatha spoke on the role of young talent in agriculture mechanization.
The TIFAN platform would encourage the young talent and ignite their creativity for the benefit
of farmers, he said. Mr. Krishnath Patil, GM, John Deer and Convener gave welcome address.
Mr. Vohra, Mr. Venkat and Mr. Neelkant also addressed the students. Students of 483
Engineering colleges participated in the event. Directors Dr. K. D. Kokate, Dr. A. L. Pharande,
Dr.S. R. Gadakh and Registrar Dr. D. D. Pawar were present on this occasion.
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Fellowship conferred to Dr. K. D. Kokate by International Society for Noni Science

March 24, 2018. Dr. K. D. Kokate, Director, Extension Education, MPKYV, Rahuri was conferred
with the Fellow of International Society for Noni Science for the year 2018 during the Annual
General Body Meeting held at College of Agriculture, Pune. Dr. Kirti Singh, Chairperson, World
Noni Research Foundation and the President of International Society for Noni Science and
Dr.K. V. Peter, Secretary of the society felicitated Dr. Kokate in recognition of his contributions
inthe field of Agricultural Science.

ICAR FFP-Farmers Exposure visit to KVK, Baramati

March 9, 2018. A one-day Farmers Exposure visit to KVK, Baramati was organized under the
ICAR Farmer FIRST programme of MPKYV, Rahuri. About 30 farmers and farm women from
Chinchvihire and Kangar villages participated in this visit. Dr. K. D. Kokate, Director, Extension
Education flagged the tour bus. Dr. P. B. Kharde, PI, ICAR FFP briefed about the purpose of the
exposure visit. The farmers visited the 110 acre farm of KVK, Baramati and interacted with the
concerned experts.

Training Programmes under ICAR Farmer FIRST Programme

March 22, 2018. Various training programmes were organized under the ICAR Farmer FIRST
programme. Dr. K. D. Kokate, Director, Extension Education inaugurated the training
programme on Commercial Goat Rearing at the central campus. In his inaugural address
Dr.Kokate called for a comparative database of the farmers under ICAR FFP. Goat rearing is
certainly a profitable venture if it is done scientifically, he said. Dr. S. D. Mandakmale while
guiding the farmers said that conservation of local breed is important. Dr. P. B. Kharde, Pl in his
introductory remarks put forth the objective of the programme.

March 15, 2018. An offcampus training programme on Pomegranate Production Technology
was organized at village Kangar. The university scientists Dr. A. G. Durgude, Dr. A. R. Walunj
and Prof. M. H. Gawade guided the farmers. Dr. P. B. Kharde, Pl of the project gave the
introductory remarks.

March 19, 2018. An offcampus training programme on Backyard Poultry was organized at
village Chinchvihire. Prof. Sunil Adangle, Dr. Bhaskar Somnath, SMS, KVK, Dahigaone and
Dr.Ravindra Nimse guided the trainees. A practicing landless labour Shri. Shabirbhai Pathan
shared his experiences regarding successful backyard poultry. Dr. P. B. Kharde, Pl of the
project briefed about the activities of ICAR FFP. The trainees along with experts visited the
poultry unitinthe village.
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48th Annual Group Meeting of Sorghum organized

April 21-23, 2018. The 48th Annual Group Meeting of Sorghum was organized at MPKYV,
Rahuri in collaboration with ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research, Hyderabad. Dr. A. L.
Pharande, Dean, Faculty of Agriculture presided over the inaugural function. Dr. I. S. Solanki,
ADG (FFC), ICAR, New Delhi was the Chief Guest. Dr. Prabhakar, Project Coordinator of small
millets, Bengaluru was the Guest of Honor. Dr. Vilas Tonapi, Director, IMR, Hyderabad, Dr. J. V.
Patil, Associate Dean, PGl, Dr. V. D. Shende, ADR and Dr. A. S. Jadhav, Senior Sorghum Breeder
were present on the dais. Dr. Pharande in his presidential address said that the sorghum crop
has a lot of scope under changing climatic scenario. Dr. Solanki in his address said that efforts
are required to make the sorghum crop more remunerative and for recapturing the lost area.
Dr. Prabhakar said that there is a lot of scope for increasing the millet area in North-East
states. Dr. Tonapi presented the report. Senior retired sorghum and millet scientists were
felicitated by Vice Chancellor Dr. K. P. Viswanatha in the concluding session.

State level Biosafety Capacity Building Workshop organized

April 13, 2018. A State level Biosafety Capacity Building Workshop was organized by MPKYV,
Rahuriin coordination with Biotech Consortium of India Limited (BCIL), New Delhi with support
from UNEP/GEF supported Phase Il Capacity Building Project on Biosafety, Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Gol. Vice Chancellor Dr. K. P. Viswanatha presided
over the inaugural function. Dr. Vibha Ahuja, Chief General Manager, BCIL, New Delhi, Dr. S. R.
Gadakh, Director of Research, Dr. B. Dineshkumar, Deputy Director, NIN, Hyderabad, Dr. R. W.
Bharud, Head, Department of Botany and Dr. A. S. Jadhav, Professor of Botany were present on
the dais. Vice Chancellor Dr. Viswanatha in his address stated the developments in molecular
biology, biotechnology, genetic engineering for crop improvement. Dr. Ahuja in her introductory
remarks thanked the university for organizing the workshop. Dr. Gadakh gave the welcome
remarks.

Bharat Ratna Dr. B. R. Ambedkar Jayanti celebrated

April 14, 2018. The Birth Anniversary of Bharat Ratna Dr. B. R. Ambedkar was celebrated in the
university. Dr. Raosaheb Kasbe, noted Marathi writer and Educationist was the Chief Guest for
the programme. Dr. K. D. Kokate, Director of Extension Education presided over the
programme. In his speech Dr. Kasbe said that Dr. Ambedkar valued knowledge and wrote
many books. He contributed for formulating the Indian constitution. He fought against the ill
traditions of the society. Dr. Kokate in his presidential address remembered the thoughts of
Dr.Ambedkar for agriculture. Dr. R. S. Patil, Associate Dean, PGl introduced the Chief Guest.
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Mahatma Phule Jayanti celebrated

April 11, 2018. The Mahatma Phule Jayanti was celebrated in the university. Noted author
Adv. Anant Khalekar was the chief guest on this occasion. Dr. K. D. Kokate, Director, Extension
Education presided over the programme. In his address Adv. Khalekar said that Mahatma
Phule established the Satyashodhak Samaj to attain equal rights for the deprived masses.
Jyotiba and Savitribai Phule worked for the women's education and felt that literacy in women
needed to be increased for progress of the society. Dr. Kokate in his presidential address said
that Jyotiba advocated for making primary education compulsory in rural areas. Registrar
Dr.D. D. Pawar welcomed the dignitaries and introduced the chief guest.

Annual Zonal Workshop of KVKs of Zone-Vlll organized

May 5-7, 2018. An Annual Zonal Workshop of KVKs of Zone-VIIl, ATARI, Pune comprising of
KVKs of Maharashtra, Gujarat and Goa states was organized at Rahuri. Dr. K. P. Viswanatha,
Vice Chancellor, MPKYV, Rahuri presided over the inaugural function. The chief guest Dr. A. K.
Singh, DDG (Agril. Extension), ICAR, New Delhi, Dr. V. P. Chahal, ADG (Agril. Extension), ICAR,
New Delhi, Dr. Lakhan Singh, Director, ICAR-ATARI, Pune, Dr. S. Prabhukumar, Ex-Director,
ICAR-ATARI, Bengaluru, Dr. K. D. Kokate, DEE and Dr. S. R. Gadakh, DOR were present on the
dias. In his presidential address Dr. Viswanatha said that KVK model is the best model for
technology assessment and refinement. In his chief guest address Dr. A. K. Singh said that
extension is dynamic in nature and a non-static activity. Dr. V. P. Chahal said that KVKs need to
decide targets based on outcomes, making KVK commercially viable and providing quality
facilities to the farmers. Dr. Lakhan Singh and Dr. Kokate addressed the KVK staff.

Annual Review Meeting of Network Project on Sheep Improvement organized

May 19-20, 2018. The Annual Review Meeting (2017-18) of Network Project on Sheep
Improvement (NWPSI) was organized at MPKV, Rahuri in collaboration with ICAR-Central
Sheep and Wool Research Institute, Avikanagar. Vice Chancellor Dr. K. P. Viswanatha presided
over the inaugural function. Dr. Joykrushna Jena, DDG (Animal Science), ICAR, New Delhi was
the chief guest for the programme. Dr. R. S. Gandhi, ADG (Animal Science), ICAR, New Delhi,
Dr.Arun Kumar, Director, CSWRI, Dr. Arjava Sharma, Director, National Bureau of Animal
Genetic Resources, Karnal, Dr. S. R. Gadakh, Director of Research and Dr. Y. G. Fulpagare,
Head, Department of ASDS were present on the dias. Dr. Jena in his address expressed
concern about the declining rate of sheep in the country which is 9 per cent every year. Vice
Chancellor Dr. Viswanatha in his address highlighted the importance of sheep rearing for
sustainable income to the farmers.
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Cotton: Phule Chetana (RHB-1014)

m High seed cotton yield (17.32 g/ha)

m Extra long staple cotton (staple length:
36.2 mm)

m Resistant to Alternaria Leaf Blight and
White fly and tolerant to jassides and
bollworms.

m Recommended for Egyptian cotton
growing area of Maharashtra under
irrigated condition.

Chickpea : Phule Vikrant

m High yield 20 g/ha

m High Yield potential (41 q /ha)

m Yellowish brown, medium size seeds
B Maturity period : 105-110 days

B Resistant to Fusarium wilt

Banana : Phule Pride

m High yield (22 kg /plant)

m Dwarf variety (Hight 1.53 m)

m Early maturating (320 days)

m Resistant to lodging, pseudostem
break, bunch break

m Tolerant to leaf spot (Sigatoka) disease

Varieties and Implement Released in 2018

MPKV Accomplishments - 2018

Papaya : Phule Vijaya

m Average Yield- 46 kg/plant
( 81 tonne /ha)

m Quantative resistance against papaya
ring spot virus disease

| Firm, attractive, yellow pulp

m Resistant to lodging, pseudostem
break, bunch break

m Tolerant to leaf spot (Sigatoka) disease

Cherry tomato : Phule Jayashree
m Average Yield : 53 t/ha
B Indeterminate type
m Attractive orange red colour,
round and juicy fruits
® Moderately resistant to viral
diseases like leaf curl and spotted wilt

Phule Raw Mango Cutting Machine
m Qutrput capacity - 40 - 60 kg/hr
m No black colour on
cut portion of raw mango
m Easy to operate
®m Labour saving over traditional
method- 54%
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Vice Chancellor felicitated with Deshbhakt Balasaheb Bharde Memorial Award-2018

June 27, 2018. Vice Chancellor Dr. K. P. Viswanatha has been felicitated with the Deshbhakt
Balasaheb Bharde Memorial Award-2018 at a function organized in Pune. The award was
given to Dr. Viswanatha at the auspicious hands of Shri. Shrinivas Patil, Hon'ble Governor of
Sikkim for his contribution to agricultural development. Padmashri Dr. D. Y. Patil, Former
Hon'ble Governor of Tripura, Shri. Bacchu Kadu, Hon'ble MLA, Shri. Pasha Patel, Chairman,
Agriculture Price Commisssion, M.S., Shri. Ajay Bharde, Executive Head, Padmabhushan
Balasaheb Bharde Trust were the dignitaries present on this occasion.

Zonal Agricultural Interface organized

June 7, 2018. The Zonal Agricultural Research and Extension Advisory Committee (ZAREAC)
meeting for kharif-2018 was organized by MPKYV, Rahuri in co-ordination with the State
Department of Agriculture and ATMA, Nasik at the Yashwantrao Chavan Maharashtra Open
University (YCMOU), Nasik. Vice Chancellor Dr. K. P. Viswanatha presided over the meeting.
Dr.E.Wayunandan, Vice Chancellor, YCMOU, Nasik, Shri. Sacchindra Pratap Singh,
Commissioner (Agriculture), M. S., Directors Dr. K. D. Kokate, Dr. S. R. Gadakh, Shri.
Vijaykumar Ghawate, Dr. V. S. Shirke were present on the dias. Dr. Viswanatha in his
presidential address hoped that the Zonal interface is a good platform for updating latest
research information. Shri. Sacchindra Pratap Singh hoped that SAU, DOA, ATMA and KVK
would join hands for increasing the crop productivity. Dr.Kokate and Dr.Gadakh gave the
presentations. The university publication Shri Sugi, Kharif-2018 was released on this
occasion. Dr.D. V. Kusalkar, ADR, NARP, Igatpuri welcomed the dignitaries.

Farmers rally on pink bollworm of cotton organized

June 8, 2018. A Farmers rally on pink bollworm of cotton was organized by the university in co-
ordination with State Department of Agriculture and ATMA, Ahmednagar. Shri. Rahul Dwivedi,
District Collector, Ahnmednagar was the chief guest on this occasion. Vice Chancellor Dr. K. P.
Viswanatha presided over the function. Dr. K. D. Kokate, DEE, Dr. S. R. Gadakh, DOR, Shri.
Dadasaheb Sapre, JDA, Shri. Pandit Lonare, DSAO, Ahmednagar, Shri. Bhausaheb Barhate,
PD, ATMA, Ahmednagar, Dr. R. W. Bharud, HOD, Botany, Dr. R. S. Wagh, Cotton Breeder were
present on this occasion. At the outset condolences were offered to Late Pandurang Fundkar,
former Minister of Agriculture, M.S. In his presidential address Vice Chancellor Dr. Viswanatha
said that the university has recommended a package for control of this pest which needed to
be made aware to the farmers. Shri. Dwivedi in his address said that the farmers need to give
more stress on IPM for controlling pink bollworm on cotton. Dr. Kokate and Dr. Gadakh also
addressed the farmers.
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International Yoga Day celebrated

June 21, 2018. The International Yoga Day was celebrated at College of Agriculture, Pune.
Yogacharya Shri. Sunil Bhandarkar guided the staff and students on this occasion. Vice
Chancellor Dr. K.P. Viswanatha, Dr. P. N. Rasal, Associate Dean, Dr. S. D. Masalkar, Principal,
College of Horticulture, Prof. Tukaram Bhondve, SWO, Dr. Ram Chaudhary, NCC officer were
present on the dias. In his address Shri. Bhandarkar said that yoga has many advantages like
increase in concentration and maintaining health and mind peace. Stress could also be
reduced through yoga, he said. Vice Chancellor Dr. Viswanatha in his presidential address said
thatyoga is a great gift by India to the world. Dr. Rasal gave the introductory remarks. Different
exercises on Yoga were practiced on this occasion.

June 21, 2018. The International Yoga Day was celebrated at MPKYV, Rahuri and all campuses
of university jurisdiction. Yoga teacher Prof. Shridhar Dhas, New Arts, Commerce and Science
College, Ahmednagar was the chief guest for the programme organized in the university. Dr. A.
L. Pharande, Dean, Faculty of Agriculture presided over the programme. Dr. D. D. Pawar,
Registrar, Dr. R. S. Patil, Associate Dean, PGI, Dr. D. B. Yadav, Head, Department of Agril.
Economics, Prof. Sharad Patil, Student Welfare Officer were present on the dias. Prof. Dhas
cited many examples of successful yoga. He underlined the need for regular practicing of yoga.
Dr. Pharande in his presidential address said that we get a positive energy through yoga which
helps to negate the stress in our life. Dr. R. S. Patil gave the introductory and welcome remarks.

Training programmes organized under ICAR Farmer FIRST programme

June 26, 2018. Dr. K. D. Kokate, Director, Extension Education inaugurated the training
programme on Bajra and Red Gram Production Technology organized under the ICAR FFP at
the central campus. In his inaugural address Dr. Kokate hoped that the Chinchvihire and
Kangar villages would come up as model villages with the support of ICAR Farmer FIRST
programme being implemented by MPKYV, Rahuri. Dr. P. B. Kharde, Pl gave introductory
remarks. About 50 farmers participated in the training programme.

June 19, 2018. Various training programmes were organized by the university under the ICAR
Farmer FIRST programme. An offcampus training programme on Dairy Management and
Fishery was organized at Chinchvihire village. At the outset Dr. P. B. Kharde, Pl of the project
gave the introductory remarks. Dr. Y. B. Kandalkar, Assistant Professor of ASDS, Dr. Suresh
Ubale and Shri. Rajendra Dangre guided the farmers.
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Visit of Peer Review Team (PRT) for accreditation to MPKV, Rahuri

July 25-29, 2018. The Peer Review Team of the ICAR, New Delhi visited the MPKV, Rahuri and
accredited colleges for accreditation work. The team was led by the Chairman Dr. B. S.
Chundawat, Former Vice Chancellor, Sardarkrushinagar Dantiwada Agricultural University,
Sardarkrushinagar, Gujarat with Member Secretary and ADG (EQA & R), ICAR, New Delhi Dr. G.
Venkateshwarlu and members Dr. J. Singh, Dr. S. S. Siwach, Dr. B. K. Sharma and Dr. M. Pratap.
Vice Chancellor Dr. K. P. Viswanatha welcomed the team at AC, Pune. In his presentation he
briefed about the governance of the university and its significant achievements. Dr. K. D.
Kokate, DEE. Dr. A. L. Pharande, Dean, F/A and Dr. S. R. Gadakh, DOR presented the
significant activities. In his remarks the Chairman Dr. B. S. Chundawat stressed the need for
quality education. Dr. G. Venkateshwarlu put forth the objectives of the accreditation exercise.
The team visited the College of Agriculture, Pune, Dhule, Kolhapur, Nandurbar, Karad, College
of Horticulture, Pune, PGI, Rahuri and Dr. ASCAE & T, Rahuri. Dr. M. C. Ahire, HOD, Extension
Education and Nodal Officer, ICAR coordinated the visit.

Inception Workshop on CAAST organized

July 15-17, 2018. An Inception Workshop on CAAST programme was organized at central
campus, Rahuri to finalize the modules of Engineering and Science Streams of PG Diploma.
Vice Chancellor Dr. K. P. Viswanatha chaired the programme. Representatives of all Indian
twinning institutions, Prof. Cloudio Stockle and Dr. Luv Khot from Washington State University,
USA, Prof. Manjul Hazarika from Asian Institute of Technology, Bangkok, Dr. Giriraj from
International Water Management Institute, Colombo, Sri Lanka participated in the workshop.
Directors Dr. K. D. Kokate, Dr. A. L. Pharande, Dr. S. R. Gadakh, Dr. D. D. Pawar, Registrar and
Associate Dean, Dr. ASCAE & T, Dr. S. D. Gorantiwar, Pl were present on this occasion.
Dr.Viswanatha hoped for a climate SMART work through this project. Prof. Stockle in his
address ensured the application of climate smart agricultural technologies through the
project. Dr. Pharande gave the introductory remarks. Dr. S. D. Gorantiwar, Pl briefed about the
outline of the project.

Krishi Din and Vanmahotsov organized at MPKV, Rahuri

July 2, 2018. Krishi Din and Vanmahotsov programme was organized at the MPKYV, Rahuri to
celebrate the birth anniversary of former Chief Minister of Maharashtra late Vasantrao Naik.
Vice Chancellor Dr. K. P. Viswanatha presided over the function. Shri. Adarsha Reddy, District
Conservator of Forests, Ahmednagar was the chief guest. After the programme, the university
staff and students planted around 23,655 trees at the central campus.
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West Zonal Se;
B
Trends in Plan:

Independence Day celebrated

August 15, 2018. The 72nd Independence Day was enthusiastically celebrated in the
university. Vice Chancellor Dr. K. P. Viswanatha hoisted the national flag. In his address
Dr.Viswanatha said that the nation could achieve independence after a long period due to the
sacrifices made by our freedom fighters. We need to remember these sacrifices and pledge for
the development of our nation. EC member Dr. Pankaj Mahale, Directors Dr. K. D. Kokate,
Dr.S. R. Gadakh, Registrar Dr. D. D. Pawar, Comptroller Er.Vijay Kote, University Engg. Er. Milind
Dhoke, Associate Deans Dr. R. S. Patil, Dr. S. A. Ranpise, Heads of Departments, Chief
Scientist (Seed) Dr. A. V. Solanke, staff and students were present for the programme. A blood
donation camp was organized at Dr ASCAE & T by NSS, NCC & District Hospital, Ahmednagar.

West Zonal Seminar on Plant Physiology organized

August 4, 2018. A West Zonal Seminar on Emerging Trends in Plant Physiology for Crop
Production under Climate Change Scenario was organized by MPKYV, Rahuri in co-ordination
with the Indian Society for Plant Physiology (ISPP), New Delhi. Dr. M. B. Chetti, ADG (HRD),
ICAR, New Delhi was the chief guest for the function, while, Dr. Madan Pal Singh, Secretary,
ISPP was the guest of honour. Dr. S. R. Gadakh, Director of Research presided over the
function. Dr. Gadakh in his presidential address hoped that the discussions and deliberations
would help to get solutions for sustainable crop productivity under changing climate. Dr. Chetti
in his address said that the plant physiologists need to contribute for post harvest physiology,
vacuum packing technology, modified atmospheric packaging technology and artificial
intelligence for overcoming the challenges of climate change. Dr. Madan Pal Singh briefed
aboutthe activities of the society. Dr. R. W. Bharud, HOD, Botany gave the welcome address.

Workshop on e-content development organized
August 1-2, 2018. A two day workshop on e-content development was organized by the Dept.
of Extension Education in co-ordination with the Knowledge Bridge, Ahmednagar at MPKYV,
Rahuri. Dr. K. D. Kokate, DEE presided over the function. Dr. S. R. Gadakh, DOR, Dr. S. A.
Ranpise, AD, LAE, Dr. M. C. Ahire, HOD, Extension Education and Master Trainers Mr.Bhushan
Kulkarni and Mr. Eknath Kore were present on this occasion. In his inaugural address,
Dr.Kokate hoped that the workshop would lead to effective learning on modern media like
Twitter, You Tube. Dr. Gadakh in his remarks said that the world is moving towards digitization.
Dr. Ahire welcomed the dignitaries and gave the introductory remarks. Mr. Kulkarni gave a brief
orientation of the workshop. The concluding programme was presided by Vice Chancellor Dr.K.
P.Viswanathain presence of Dr. A. L. Pharande, Dean, F/Aand Dr. D. D. Pawar, Registrar.
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Agro Tech Fest-2018 organized in Pune

September 18-20, 2018. An Agro Tech Fest-2018 was organized at the College of Agriculture,
Pune on the occasion of the Golden Jubilee celebrations of the university. Shri. Girish Bapat,
Hon'ble Minister for Food, Civil Supplies & Consumer Protection, Food & Drugs Administration,
Parliamentary Affairs, Govt. of Mah. and Guardian Minister, Pune District inaugurated the
event. Mrs. Mukta Tilak, Mayor, Pune Municipal Corporation, Shri. Vijay Kale, MLA, Vice
Chancellor Dr. K. P. Viswanatha, Directors Dr. K. D. Kokate, Dr. A. L. Pharande, Dr. S. R. Gadakh,
Registrar Dr. D. D. Pawar, Associate Dean Dr. P. N. Rasal and Principal Dr. S. D. Masalkar were
present on this occasion. The event concluded at the hands of Shri. Sanjay Dhotre, Hon'ble MP
and Vice Chairman, MCAER, Pune. In his address Shri. Dhotre stressed the need for reducing
the cost of crop production for maximizing farmers income. Dr. R. B. Deshmukh, Former Vice
Chancellor, MPKV, Rahuriin his address said that in view of new challenges in agriculture. Vice
Chancellor Dr. Viswanatha in his presidential address underlined the objectives of organizing
the Agro Tech Fest for the benefit of farmers. Dr. Rasal gave the introductory remarks.

Dr. Viswanatha takes charge of Vice Chancellor of Dr. BSKKV, Dapoli

September 1, 2018. Dr. K. P. Viswanatha, Vice Chancellor of MPKYV, Rahuri took the charge of
Vice Chancellor of Dr. Balasaheb Saawnt Konkan Krishi Vidyapeeth, Dapoli on 1st September,
2018. The additional charge of Vice Chancellor of DBSKKYV, Dapoli was entrusted to
Dr.Viswanatha as per the letter from Hon'ble Governor of Maharashtra. This was due to the
resignation of Dr. Tapas Bhattacharya, former Vice Chancellor of DBSKKYV, Dapoli.

Opening Ceremony of Golden Jubilee Programme of Dr. ASCAE & T organized

September 4,2018. AOne day workshop on Dairy and Food Engineering was organized on eve
of the Golden Jubilee Programme of Dr. Annasaheb Shinde College of Agril. Engg. &
Technology at MPKYV, Rahuri. Dr. Budhajirao Mulik, President, Bhumata Trust, Pune was the
Chief Guest for the function. Vice Chancellor Dr. K. P. Viswanatha presided over the function.
Dr. A. L. Pharande Dean, Faculty of Agriculture, Dr. S. R. Gadakh, Director of Research, Dr. D. D.
Pawar, Registrar and Associate Dean, Dr. ASCAE & T, Former Associate Deans of the college
Dr.H. G. More and Dr. P. A. Turbatmath, Shri. Vijay Kote, Comptroller, Dr. M. G. Shinde,
President, Alumini Association were present on the dias. The Chief Guest Dr. Mulik said that
there is a lot of scope for innovations in hydroponics, GIS, GPS, aquaponics, nano technology,
precision farming, remote sensing and automation. Dr. Viswanatha in his presidential address
said that this is 50 years of long journey not only for the Engineering college but the university
as well. Dr. Pawar welcomed the dignitaries.
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Import.ance of lnte!le:tual ProperyRighs
Agricultural Research and Edualinf:‘s .
Directorate of Research, MPKV, Rahuri
26" September, 2018

Teachers Day celebrated

September 5, 2018. The Teachers Day was celebrated in the university on the occasion of the
birth anniversary of former President of India Dr. Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan. Dr. M. C.
Varshneya, Former Vice Chancellor, Kamdhenu University, Gandhinagar, Gujarat was the Chief
Guest for the function. Vice Chancellor Dr. K. P. Viswanatha presided over the function. In his
address Dr. Varshneya elaborated the incidences in the life of the great teacher
Dr.Radhakrishnan. Our country had a great tradition of student-teacher relationship in the
past which must be strengthened for the future. Vice Chancellor Dr. Viswanatha in his address
said that Dr. Radhakrishnan was a great scholar of India. Teachers have an important role in
grooming the students to become good scientists and citizens, he said. Dr. R. S. Patil
introduced the Chief Guest. Dr. D. D. Pawar proposed thanks.

Bamboo Workshop organized in Pune

September 15, 2018. A workshop on Bamboo Cultivation for Sustainable Income was
organized by the university at College of Agriculture, Pune in coordination with Bamboo Society
of India and Maharashtra Vriksha Sanvardhini on the occasion of International Bamboo Day.
Shri. Pradip Rawat, Chairman, National Shipping Board, New Delhi. Vice Chancellor Dr. K. P.
Viswanatha, Directors Dr. K. D. Kokate, Dr. S. R. Gadakh, Shri. Sunil Bhide of Maharashtra
Vriksha Sanvardhini and Dr. Hemant Bedekar, Dr. Nachiket Thakur of Bamboo Society of India
and Associate Dean Dr. P. N. Rasal were present for the programme. In his address, Shri.
Rawat said that inspite of huge advantages, the bamboo plant has been neglected. Hence, he
called for efforts on awareness of commercial bamboo cultivation for the benefit of farmers.
Vice Chancellor Dr. K. P. Viswanatha and Dr. Bedekar also addressed the gathering.

Training Programme on IPR organized

September 26, 2018. A one day training programme on Importance of Intellectual Property
Rights (IPR) in Agricultural Research and Education was organized by the Directorate of
Research in the university. Vice Chancellor Dr. K. P. Viswanatha, Directors Dr. K. D. Kokate,
Dr.A. L. Pharande, Dr. S. R. Gadakh, Comptroller Shri. Vijay Kote were present on the dias. Prof.
Ganesh Hingmire, Director, Great Mission Group Consultancy, Pune addressed the scientists
and staff on the vital issue of IPR. Prof. Hingmire guided on issues of IPR like filing of patents,
benefits of patenting, Microsoft Spy Patent Application, copyrights, Geographical Indication,
categories of IPR and career options in IPR. Vice Chancellor Dr.Viswanatha said that'Phule'is
to be registered as a trademark of MPKV. We need to prioritize our ongoing research. The
scientists would be encouraged forfiling the patents, he said.
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Doubling of farmers income by 2022

KISAN AADHAR SAMMELAN - 2018

October 15 - 18, 2018

Inauguration of Kisan Aadhar Sammelan-2018

October 15, 2018. The Kisan Aadhar Sammelan-2018 was inaugurated at the auspicious
hands of Shri. Chandrakant (Dada) Patil, Minister of Revenue, Relief and Rehabilitation and
Public Works (Excluding Public Enterprises), Agriculture and Horticulture, M.S. and Pro
Chancellor, MPKYV, Rahuri. Prof. Shri. Ram Shinde, Minister of Water Conservation, Protocol,
VJ, NT, SBC, OBC Welfare, M.S. and Guardian Minister, Ahmednagar district presided over the
function. Shri. Sanjay Dhotre, Member of Parliament and Vice Chairman, MCAER, Pune and
Mrs. Shalinitai Vikhe Patil, President, Zilla Parishad, Ahmednagar were the guests of honour.
Vice Chancellor Dr. K. P. Viswanatha, Shri. Dilip Gandhi, M.P., Ahmednagar, Shri. Shivajirao
Kardile, M.L.A., Shri. Sacchindra Pratapsinh, Commissioner, Agriculture, M.S., Shri.
Chandrashekhar Kadam, Vice President, Shri. Saibaba Sansthan, Shirdi, Shri. Rahul Dwivedi,
District Collector, Ahmednagar and university Executive Council members Dr. Bhaskar Patil,
Mrs. Sunita Patil, Shri. Nathaji Chougule, Dr. Pankajkumar Mahale and Dr. Vijayprakash
Thombre were present on the dias. Former Vice Chancellors Dr. S. S. Magar, Dr. K. E. Lawande,
Directors Dr. K. D. Kokate, Dr. A. L. Pharande, Dr. S. R. Gadakh, Registrar Dr. Dilip Pawar,
Comptroller Shri. Vijay Kote, University Engineer Shri. Milind Dhoke, District Supd. Agril. Officer
Shri. Pandit Lonare, Asssociate Director of Research Dr. V. D. Shende, experts, Heads of
Departments, scientists and farmers were present on this occasion.

In his inaugural address Shri. Chandrakant Patil emphasized on the development of small
agricultural holders and particularly the dry land farmers. He highlighted the efforts of Central
and State Government for the betterment of farmers. The Government is taking appropriate
measures to combat the famine, he said. Soil testing isimportant for judicious use of fertilizers
and hence the farmers need to be trained on this aspect, he added. In his presidential
address, Prof. Ram Shinde stressed the need for reducing the cost of crop production.
Sufficient quantity of fodder and support would be provided to the dairy farmers, he said. Shri.
Sanjay Dhotre in his address appreciated the contribution of MPKV in majority of the
agricultural research areas related to dry land, cereals and pulses crops, fruits, vegetables,
forage etc. Mrs. Shalinitai Vikhe Patil in her address said that support to the farmers in difficult
period is very much required and congratulated the university on the occasion of its Golden
Jubillee. Shri. Sacchindra Pratapsinh said that challenges in agriculture are enormous but
SAUs and Department of Agriculture would make joint efforts to combat them. At the outset
Vice Chancellor Dr. Viswanatha in his introductory remarks narrated the objectives of
organizing the Kisan Aadhar Sammelan. Dr. K. D. Kokate, Director, Extension Education
expressed thanks. Farmers in large number were present for this function.
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Doubling of farmers income by 2022

KISAN AADHAR SAMMELAN - 2018

October 15 - 18, 2018

Visit of dignitories to Kisan Aadhar Sammelan-2018

October 17, 2018. Shri. Mahadeo Jankar, Minister of Animal Husbandry, Dairy Development
and Fishery Development, M.S. and Shri. Pasha Patel, Chairman, Agriculture Price
Commission, M. S. visited the Kisan Aadhar Sammelan-2018 and addressed the farmers.
Dr.R. B. Deshmukh, Former Vice Chancellor, MPKV, Rahuri was the chairman for this session.
Vice Chancellor Dr. K. P. Viswanatha, Dr. M. C. Varshneya, Former Vice Chancellor, Anand
Agriculture University, Anand and Kamdhenu Veterniary University, Gujarat, Directors Dr. K. D.
Kokate, Dr. A. L. Pharande, Dr. S. R Gadakh, Dr. D. P. Waskar, VNMAU, Parbhani and Dr. D. B.
Yadav, Head, Department of Agriculture Economics were present on the dias. In his address
Shri. Mahadeo Jankar said that we need to strive for attaining the objective of doubling the
farmers income. The dairy business has flourished in the state and Government is making
efforts for supporting the farmers, he said. Shri. Pasha Patel in his address put forward the
genesis of Agriculture Price Commission in the state. The Government has increased the
minimum support price for many crops and ultimately farmers would be benefited. Dr. R. B.
Deshmukh in his presidential address appreciated the research contribution of MPKV
especially in development of varieties of forage and grasses. Dr. Varshneya said that
adulteration in milk should be stopped for quality production and health aspects. The
CoChairman Dr. K. D. Kokate in his remarks said that profitability is important for the farmers.
Large number of farmers were present on this occasion.

Experts guidance during Farmers-Scientists Interactions

October 16, 2018. Shri. Popatrao Pawar, Executive President, Adarsha Gaon Yojana, M. S.
addressed the farmers during the technical session on Watershed Development and
Management. Dr. K. P. Gore, Former Vice Chancellor, VNMAU, Parbhani presided over this
session. Vice Chancellor Dr. K. P. Viswanatha, Co Chairman and Dean, Faculty of Agriculture
Dr. A. L. Pharande, Director of Research Dr. S. R. Gadakh, Registrar Dr. D. D. Pawar were
present on the dias. In his address Shri. Popatrao Pawar narrated the success story of Hiware
Bazar. He said that the peoples involvement in any Government scheme is of utmost
importance. Local self governance is the key to success. Crop planning and water budgeting
are vital for overcoming the challenges of water scarcity, he said. Dr. K. P. Gore in his
presidential address said that an integrated approach for soil and water is needed.

October 15,20418. Shri. Vilas Shinde, Executive Director, Sahyadri Farmers Company, Pvt. Ltd.,
Mohadi, Nasik addressed the farmers during the technical session on Farmers Producers
Company & Fruit and Vegetable processing. Dr. K. E. Lawande, Former Vice Chancellor,
DrBSKKY, Dapoli presided over the technical session. Dean, Faculty of Agriculture Dr. A. L.
Pharande, Co Chairman and Registrar Dr. D. D. Pawar, Heads of Departments Dr. M. C. Ahire,
:.;;{\\.i.k’fd}z;;.'
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KISAN AADHAR SAMMELAN - 2018

October 15 - 18, 2018

Dr. U. D. Chavan and Dr. K. J. Kamble were present on the dias. Shri. Vilas Shinde while
addressing the farmers called upon group farming by the farmers. Dr. Lawande in his
chairman's remarks said that the major challenge before us is how to retain the youth in
agriculture.

October 16, 2018. A technical session on Water Resources and Irrigation Management was
chaired by Dr. S. S. Magar, Former Vice Chancellor, DrBSKKV, Dapoli. During the session
Shri.Vijayanna Borade, Trustee, Marathwada Sheti Sahhaya Mandal, Jalana in his address
said that soil and water are vital components of production but we are neglecting their
importance. Shri. Popatrao Sankpal, Chairman, Water Supply Organization, Bambwade,
District. Sangli emphasized on water availability to crops as per their requirement.
Shri.Narayan Hegde, Trustee, BAIF, Pune addressed on Al and A2 types of milk. Shri. Arun
Deshmukh of Netafimirrigation company guided on advanced irrigation systems.

October 17, 2018. Dr. V. M. Mayande, Former Vice Chancellor, DrPDKYV, Akola chaired the
session on Advanced Climatesmart Agricultural Technologies, Mechanization and Animal,
Fishery Management. Vice Chancellor Dr. K. P. Viswanatha, Directors Dr. K. D. Kokate, Dr. A. L.
Pharande, Dr. S. R. Gadakh, Associate Dean, PGl, Dr. P. A. Turbatmath, Heads of Department
Dr.Y. G. Fulpagare, Dr. S. S. Nalawade and Dr. T. B. Bastewad were present on the dias. In his
address, Dr. Mayande highlighted the importance of farm machinery and implements in
agriculture. Dr. M. C. Varshneya, Former Vice Chancellor, Kamdhenu Veterniary University,
Gujarat addressed on the research needed in view of changing climate. Er. Bharat Patil,
President, Agriculture Implements Manufacturer Association, M.S. guided on various
implements developed for farm mechanization. Dr. P. E. Shingare, Scientist, Fish Research
Centre, Mumbai addressed on fishery as a profitable business. Dr. Shantaram Gaikwad,
General Manager, Govind Dairy, Phaltan addressed on advanced dairy business.

October 18, 2018. The last technical session on Protected Floriculture and Vegetable
Cultivation was chaired by Dr. T. A. More, Former Vice Chancellor, MPKV, Rahuri. While
addressing the farmers Shri. Dnyaneshwar Bodkhe, Chairman, Abhinav Farmers Club, Pune
shared his experiences on cultivation and marketing of European vegetables. Progressive
farmer and member of Extension Education Council of the university Shri. Rajaram Chaudhary
elaborated his experiences on flower cultivation. Dr. More in his presidential remarks said that
the constraints in protected cultivation like high initial cost, control of white fly, nematodes,
hailstorm need to be addressed. Dr. S. A. Ranpise, Co Chairman and Associate Dean, LAE and
Associate Deans Dr. S. B. Kharbade, Dr. G. G. Khot, Dr. A. M. Musmade and Dr. S. D. Masalkar
were present on the dias.
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KISAN AADHAR SAMMELAN - 2018

October 15 - 18, 2018

Concluding of Kisan Aadhar Sammelan-2018

October 18, 2018. The Kisan Aadhar Sammelan-2018 concluded on the auspicious day of
Dasera. Vice Chancellor Dr. K. P. Viswanatha presided over the function. Directors Dr. K. D.
Kokate, Dr. A. L. Pharande, Dr. S. R. Gadakh, Associate Dean, PGI Dr. P. A. Turbatmath were
present on the dias. In his presidential address Vice Chancellor Dr. Viswanatha thanked the
staff and employees for organizing the event in an appropriate manner on the occasion of
Golden Jubillee of the university. Dr. Kokate thanked the Department of Agriculture and ATMA
for their cooperation in organizing the event. Dr. Pharande hoped that the event would benefit
the students and motivate their entrepreneurial abilities. Dr. Gadakh said that this unique
event would help to reduce the gap between the university and farmers. Dr. Parag Haldankar,
Director of Research, DrBSKKYV, Dapoli said that such type of event would help to raise the
confidence of farmers and support them. Progressive farmer and member of Farmer-Scientist
Forum from Nandurbar Shri. Himmatrao Mali and Shri. Sursingrao Pawar expressed their
remarks. Farmers and university staff were present on this occasion.

Live Crop Demonstrations

Crop demonstrations on over 100 acres were organized for the benefit of farmers during the
Kisan Aadhar sammelan-2018. It included demonstrations on cereals, pulses, oilseeds,
forage, vegetables, flowers and cash crops. In all demonstrations of 45 crops and 131
varieties were planted in the cafeteria. In addition demonstrations on advanced irrigation
methods, mole plough, soil testing, vermiculture, cultivation of dragon fruit, vegetable and
flower cultivation in shadenet, apiculture, integrated pest management, biocontrol, drone
spraying were also organized on this occasion. Major attraction of this event was the
Integrated Farming System model on farmers field of Shri. Chandrakant Adsure and
Shri.Uttam Adsure.

Agriculture Exhibition
An Agriculture Exhibition was organized during the Kisan Aadhar Sammelan-2018. It included
124 stalls. Both the Government organizations and private companies showcassed their
technologies in the exhibition. This included stalls on agriculture inputs, improved agriculture
implements, processing, subsidiary occupations, mushroom production, medicinal and
aromatic plants, publications etc. The animal component included indigeneous and improved
breeds of cattle, goat, sheep, poultry, dogs and horses. The Government schemes of
Department of Agriculture, ATMA, Zilla Parishad and all technologies were exhibited in the
event. One of the major attractions of the exhibition was the showcassing of products from
demonstrations and IFS model through the ICAR Farmers FIRST programme where the
farmers and farm women gave information to the visitors.
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October 15 - 18, 2018

Farmers-Scientists Interactions

Farmers-Scientists interactions were organized during the Kisan Aadhar Sammelan-2018.
The major themes included Farmers Producers Company and Fruit and Vegetable processing,
Watershed Development and Management, Water Resources and Irrigation Management,
Agriculture Economics and Agriculture Price Fixation, Advanced Climatesmart Agricultural
Technologies, Mechanization and Animal, Fishery Management and Protected Floriculture
and Vegetable Cultivation. Experts and scientists interacted with the farmers.

Press Conference

October 10, 2018. Vice Chancellor Dr. K. P. Viswanatha briefed about the Kisan Aadhar
Sammelan-2018 to the press media during the Press Conference organized at MPKYV, Rahuri
and appealed for more participation of farmers, students, entrepreneurs, stakeholders in the
event. The Department of Agriculture has planned for farmers visit to the event, he said.
Directors Dr. K. D. Kokate, Dr. A. L. Pharande, Dr. S. R. Gadakh, Registrar Dr. D. D. Pawar,
Comptroller Shri. Vijay Kote, University Engineer Shri. Milind Dhoke, Associate Dean, PGI Dr. P.
A. Turbatmath, Head, Department of Extension Education Dr. M. C. Ahire were present on this
occasion. Dr. P. B. Kharde, Officer Incharge, Communication Centre welcomed alland Dr.S. S.
Sadaphal proposed thanks. More than thirty print media and electronic media reporters
attended the press conference.
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Zonal Agricultural Research and Extension Interface organized

October 15, 2018. The Zonal Agricultural Research and Extension Advisory Committee
meeting for Rabi and Summer 2018-19 was organized at MPKYV, Rahuri in collaboration with
Department of Agriculture, M.S. Shri. Sacchindra Pratapsinh, Commissioner, Agriculture,
M.S., Dr. K. D. Kokate, DEE, Dr. S. R. Gadakh, DOR, Dr. P. N. Pokle, Director, Horticulture, M.S.,
JDAs Shri. Dilip Zhende, Shri. Dashrath Tambale, Shri. Ramesh Bhadane and ADR Dr. V. D.
Shende were present on the dias. Vice Chancellor Dr. Viswanatha in his presidential address
said that rainfall is below the normal this year and hence efforts are needed to guide the
farmers on judicious use of available irrigation and contingency cropping. Shri. Sacchindra
Pratapsinh in his address called for research on improving the shelf life of onion. Dr. Kokate
and Dr. Shende gave the presentations.

State level Seminar organized

October 30-31, 2018. A two day State level Seminar on Fostering Soils to Meet Emerging
Challenges in Agriculture was organized by MPKYV, Rahuri in collaboration with the Indian
Society of Soil Science, Rahuri Chapter and Dept. of SS & AC. Dr. Sureshkumar Chaudhary,
ADG (S&WM), ICAR, New Delhi was the chief guest for the inaugural function. Dr. Ashok
Dhawan, Vice Chancellor, VNMAU, Parbhani was the Guest of Honour. Directors Dr. K. D.
Kokate, Dr. A. L. Pharande, Dr. S. R. Gadakh, Dr. Harihar Kausadikar, DOR, MCAER, Pune, Dr. D.
D. Pawar, Registrar, Dr. P. A. Turbatmath, AD, PGI, Dr. Ashok Kadlag, President, RC, ISSS and
Head, Dept. of SS&AC and Dr. Nitinkumar Ranshur, Secretary, Rahuri Chapter were present on
the dias. Dr. Chaudhary in his address to the soil scientists stated that there is an urgent need
to work on soil pollution. Vice Chancellor Dr. Viswanatha in his presidential address asserted
the importance of soil and water in the human life. Dr. Dhawan also guided on this occasion.

Agro Technology Day organized at Dhule

October 7, 2018. An Agro Technology Day and Exhibition was organized at College of
Agriculture, Dhule in coordination with Department of Agriculture, ATMA and KVK, Dhule.Vice
Chancellor Dr. K. P. Viswanatha presided over the function. Prof. Sharad Patil, Former MLA,
Dr.Pankajkumar Mahale, EC member, Dr. K. D. Kokate, DEE, Dr. S. R. Gadakh, DOR, Dr. A. M.
Musmade, AD, AC, Dhule, Shri. Vivek Sonawane, DSAO, Shri. Narendra Patil, EEC member,
Adv. Prakash Patil were the dignitaries present on the dias. Vice Chancellor Dr. Viswanatha
highlighted the role of subsidiary occupations like goatary, poultry, apiculture in doubling the
farmers income. Prof. Sharad Patil, Dr. Kokate, Dr. Gadakh, Shri. Sonawane, experts and
progressive farmers also addressed on this occasion.
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State level Custard Apple conference organized

October 7, 2018. The XVth State level Custard Apple conference was organized in the
university in coordination with the Maharashtra Custard apple Growers Training and Research
Association and Department of Agriculture, M.S. Shri. Sanjay Dhotre, Hon'ble MP and Vice
Chairman, MCAER, Pune was the Chief Guest on this occasion. Shri. Vijay Kolte, Former Vice
Chairman, MCAER, Pune, Dr. K. D. Kokate, DEE, Dr. S. R. Gadakh, DOR, Dr. D. P. Waskar, DOR,
VNMAU, Parbhani, Shri. Shyam Gattani, Chairman, Custard apple Growers Association, Dr. D.
D. Pawar, Registrar and Dr. S. A. Ranpise, AD, LAE were present on the dias. Vice Chancellor
Dr.Viswanatha in his presidential speech said that the custard apple cultivation in
Maharashtra has gone upto 13000 ha. It is an important dryland fruit crop which needs
attention. Shri. Dhotre in his address highlighted the nutritional qualities of custard apple.
Shri. Gattani gave the introductory remarks.

Field Day organized at ZARS, Igatpuri

October 23, 2018. A Field Day and Farmers Training was organized at the Zonal Agriculture
Research Station, Igatpuri in coordination with Department of Agriculture and ATMA, Nasik on
the occasion of the Golden Jubilee celebrations of MPKYV, Rahuri. Dr. K. D. Kokate, DEE, Dr. S.
R. Gadakh, DOR, Dr. V. D. Shende, ADR, MPKYV, Rahuri, Dr. D. V. Kusalkar, ADR, ZARS, Igatpuri,
Dr. Suresh Dodke, Wheat Specialist, Niphad and Shri. Appa Wankhedkar, Dy, PD, ATMA were
present on the dias. In his presidential address Dr. Kokate said that due to climate change and
irregular monsoon it is becoming difficult to get higher crop yield. But it could be overcome by
adoption of appropriate technologies and proper management. Dr. Gadakh in his address
called for adoption of integrated farming system for sustainable income.

21 day Training Programme organized in Pune

October 16, 2018. A 21 day Training Programme on Advanced Crop Micro Meteorology was
organized during September 26 to October 16, 2018 by the Dept. of Agro Meteorology at AC,
Pune in coordination with the ICAR, New Delhi. The valedictory programme was organized in
presence of Dr. M. C. Varshneya, Former Vice Chancellor, Kamdhenu University, Gujarat. AD
Dr.P. N. Rasal presided over the programme. In his address Dr. Varshneya emphasized on
analysing the metereological statistical information and advise the farmers accordingly in
view of climate change scenario. Dr. Rasal while guiding the trainees said that they need to
utilize their skill and knowledge for the benefit of farmers. Dr. J. D. Jadhav, HOD, Agro
Metereology briefed about the training programme. Dr. S. D. Masalkar, Principal, CoH, Pune,
Dr.V.S. Supe, ADR, Ganeshkhind, Pune and staff, trainees were present for the programme.
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October-November 2018

Capacity Development programme on Leadership organized in Pune

October 29-31, 2018. A three day capacity development programme on Leadership
Development and Skills for Group Formation was organized by the Extension Education
Section in coordination with the Extension Education Institute (EEI), Anand (Gujarat) at the
College of Agriculture, Pune. Dr. A. L. Pharande, Dean, F/A, MPKV, Rahuri inaugurated the
programme. Dr. P. N. Rasal, Associate Dean, Dr. S. D. Masalkar, Principal, CoH, Dr. Mahesh
Patel, Course Coordinator, EEI, Anand, Dr. B. D. Patel, Associate Coordinator, EEI, Anand and
Dr. S. B. Shinde, Professor of Agril. Extension were present for the inaugural programme.
Dr.Pharande in his inaugural address emphasized on good and cordial relations and healthy
atmosphere among the staff for the progress of an institute. The concluding programme was
organized in presence of Dr. Lakhan Singh, Director, ICAR-ATARI, Pune.

Training programme organized under ICAR Farmer FIRST programme

October 25, 2018. An off campus training programme on Rabi Sorghum Production
Technology was organized at Chinchvihire village under the ICAR Farmer FIRST programme.
Dr. K. D. Kokate, Director of Extension Education inaugurated the programme. Dr. U. D.
Chavan, HOD, Food Science and Technology, Dr. P. B. Kharde, PI, ICAR FFP, sorghum scientists
Dr. S. K. Kamble, Dr. U. S. Kadam, Prof. S. V. Nirmal, progressive farmers Shri. Bhaskar
Warghude, Shri. Baban Pathare were present on this occasion. While addressing the farmers,
Dr. Kokate emphasized on the five point technology (panchasutri) for increasing the sorghum
yield. At the outset Dr. P. B. Kharde, Pl gave the introductory remarks. About 70 sorghum
growers and farm women attended the one day training programme.

Induction Training programme organized

November 1-2,2018. AnInduction Training programme was organized at MPKV, Rahuri by the
Department of Extension Education for the newly recruited staff. Vice Chancellor Dr. K. P.
Viswanatha inaugurated the programme. Directors Dr. K. D. Kokate, Dr. A. L. Pharande, Dr.S.
R. Gadakh, Dr. P. A. Turbatmath, Associate Dean, PGI, Dr. M. C. Ahire, HOD, Extension
Education, Dr. V. D. Shende, ADR were present on this occasion. In his presidential address
Dr. Viswanatha said that it is very essential for the newly recruited staff to know about the Act,
Statute, Rules and Regulations, Account procedure, organization of the institute and their
responsibilities. Dr. Kokate, Dr. Pharande and Dr. Gadakh addressed the trainees. Dr. Ahire in
his welcome and introductory remarks put forth the objectives and purpose of organizing the
programme. About 100 staff members participated in the two day programme.
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November 2018

Vice Chancellor Dr. K. P. Viswanatha felicitated with Lifetime Achievement Award-2018
November 16, 2018. Vice Chancellor Dr. K. P. Viswanatha was felicitated with the Lifetime
Achievement Award-2018 by the Society of Extension Education (SEE), Agra during the IX th
National Extension Education Congress organized at Ranipool, Gangtok, Sikkim. He received
the award for his contribution in education, research and extension education. It comprises of
certificate and memento. The award was given at the hands of Dr.V.V. Sadamate, Former
Advisor (Agriculture), Planning Commission, Gol, New Delhi, Dr. Premjit Singh, Vice Chancellor,
CAU, Imphal and Dr. Jitendra Kumar Chauhan, General Secretary, SEE, Agra.

Mahatma Phule Punyatithi organized

November 28, 2018. The Mahatma Phule Punyatithi was observed in the university. Noted
Marathi writer and President of the 89th Akhil Bharatiya Marathi Sahitya Sammelan Dr.Shripal
Sabnis delivered his thoughts on the Mahatma. Directors Dr. K. D. Kokate, Dr. A. L. Pharande,
Dr. S. R. Gadakh, Dr. D. D. Pawar, Registrar and AD, Dr ASCAE & T, Dr. P. A. Turbatmath,
Associate Dean, PGlI, Dr. Mahaveersing Chouhan, SWO and Shri. D. M. Gaikwad, Sports Officer
were present on the dias. In his speech, Dr. Sabnis spoke on the contribution of Mahatma
Phule for the welfare of farmers. Vice Chancellor Dr. Viswanatha in his presidential address
called for following the ideals and thoughts of the Mahatma. Dr. D. D. Pawar gave the
introductory and welcome remarks. Dr. Pharande introduced the chief guest.

21 day CAFT training programme organized

November 14 - December 4, 2018. A 21 day training programme on Advances in Production
Technology and Post Harvest Management in Fruit Crops was organized at MPKYV, Rahuri by
the Department of Horticulture under the Centre for Advanced Faculty Training (CAFT)
sponsored by the ICAR, New Delhi. The programme was inaugurated by Dr. A. L. Pharande,
Dean, Faculty of Agriculture and Director of Instructions, MPKV, Rahuri. Dr. S. R. Gadakh,
Director of Research, Dr. P. A. Turbatmath, Associate Dean, Post Graduate Institute, Dr. S. A.
Ranpise, Associate Dean, Lower Agril. Education and Head, Department of Horticulture and
Dr.V.D. Shende, Nodal Officer, PAHCA, Halgaon were present on this occasion. In his inaugural
address, Dr. Pharande called for value addition of fruit crops for securing more monetary
returns to the fruit growers. Fruits have a rich nutrient content and it has a paramount
importance in human diet, he said. Dr. Gadakh in his address put forth the contribution of
MPKYV in fruit crop research. Dr. Turbatmath also addressed the trainees. Twenty three
trainees from ten states participated in this training programme. The valedictory programme
was held in presence of Dr. K.D. Kokate, Director of Extension Education.
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Training programme organized at KVK, Mohol

November 27-30, 2018. A four day skill development training programme on Mini Dal Mill
Venture was organized by the KVK, Mohol in collaboration with ATMA, Solapur. Dr. Tanaji
Walkunde, 1I/C Head of KVK in his inaugural address underlined the importance of value
addition. Good entrepreneurs could come up through these type of trainings, he said.
Shri.Vijay Barbade, Dy. PD, ATMA addressed on the schemes of ATMA for the farmers.
Shri.Dinesh Kshirsagar, SMS, Food Science and Technology gave the introductory remarks
and also worked as a coordinator for this training programme. The SMS of KVK, Mohol
Shri.Ajay Dighe, Mrs. Kajal Jadhav also guided the trainees. The training comprised of skill
development, demonstration and visit to successful Dal Mill entrepreneurs. Farmers and farm
women of Self Help Groups participated in this training programme.

Golden Jubilee Mega Alumni Meet of DrASCAE&T organized

December 23-24, 2018. A Golden Jubilee Mega Alumini Meet-2018 of DrAnnasaheb Shinde
College of Agril. Engg. & Technology was organized by the Association of Alumni Agricultural
Engineers and DrASCAE&T at MPKYV, Rahuri. Dr. Sudhir Kumar Goel, Former Additional Chief
Secretary (Agriculture and Marketing), Govt. of Maharashtra was the Chief Guest for the
function. Vice Chancellor Dr. K. P. Viswanatha presided over the programme. Shri. Satyajit
Bhatkal, CEO, Paani Foundation and Dr. Sudhir Bhongale, Journalist were the Keynote
Speakers for the programme. Directors Dr. K. D. Kokate, Dr. A. L. Pharande, Dr. S. R. Gadakh,
Dr. D. D. Pawar, Registrar and Associate Dean, Dr ASCAE & T, Dr. H. G. More, President, Alumni
Association and Dr. M. G. Shinde, Ex-Secretary, Alumni Association were present on the dais.
In his address Dr. Goel said that the Agricultural Engineers have a great role in advancement of
agriculture and farm mechanization. Water holds the key for agriculture and hence its
availability to farmers along with good market rates for their produce is necessary, he said.
Dr.Viswanatha in his presidential address said that dryland agriculture of our state accounts
to 80 percent and also majority of the farmers are small and marginal farmers. In view of this,
the Agricultural Engineers can develop useful and affordable technologijes for small, marginal
farmers. Journalist Dr. Bhongale addressed on water management, while, Shri. Bhatkal
briefed about efforts of Paani Foundation for overcoming water scarcity. Er. Sandip Jadhav,
Director, WOTR, Er. Arun Deshmukh of NetaFim irrigation and Er. Vilas Shinde of Sahyadri Agro
Farmers Producer Company also addressed the alumni. Dr. M. C. Varshneya, Alumni and
Former Vice Chancellor, Kamdhenu University, Gujarat, retired staff members and more than
1000 alumni attended the meet. Er. Satish Kulkarni anchored the programme, while, Dr. M. G.
Shinde proposed thanks.
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MPKYV celebrates its 33rd Convocation

December 7, 2018. MPKYV, Rahuri celebrated its 33rd Convocation. Hon'ble Governor of
Maharashtra and Chancellor of the university Shri. C. Vidyasagar Rao presided over the
function. Shri. Nitin Gadkari, Hon'ble Union Minister for Road Transport and Highways,
Shipping, Water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation, Govt. of India
delivered the convocation address. Prof. Ram Shinde, Hon'ble Minister for Water Conservation
and Protocol, M.S. was the guest of honor. Vice Chancellor Dr. K. P. Viswanatha, Dean
(Agriculture) Dr. A. S. Pharande, Registrar Dr. D. D. Pawar, Members of Executive Council Shri.
Prakash Gajbhiye, MLC, Shri. Shivajirao Kardile, MLA, Shri. Bhausaheb Kamble, MLA, Dr. B. R.
Patil, Dr. K. V. Prasad, Shri. Tushar Pawar, Shri. Nathaji Chougule, Mrs. Sunita Patil,
Dr.Pankajkumar Mahale, Dr. Vijayprakash Thombre, Director of Extension Education Dr. K. D.
Kokate, Director of Research Dr. S. R. Gadakh and Deputy Registrar, Academic Shri. Vijay
Dabhade were present on the dias. In his convocation address Shri. Nitin Gadkari stressed the
need for crop diversification. He said that the bioethanol production from sugarcane, bamboo
and other crops would lead to farmers' prosperity. Research on ethanol production from
biomass is needed. The Central Government is giving a boost to ethanol and bioethanol
production. While addressing to the students, he said that conversion of knowledge into
wealth is necessary. Vice Chancellor Dr. Viswanatha presented the report on significant
achievements of the university in the field of education, research and extension education.
Degrees to 45 Ph. D. holders, 401 Post Graduate holders and 4010 Graduates and medals to
successful students were conferred to the graduates at the hands of Hon'ble Governor and
Chancellor of the university. Members of Academic Council, present and former Vice
Chancellors of the Agril. Universities of Maharashtra, staff, students and parents were
present for the function. Earlier the dignitaries visited the agriculture exhibition organized at
ATIC inthe university.
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